
Young Furniture Makers Awards
The Fast Track Prize
Sponsored by 
Malcolm Walker
A prize to recognise the most outstanding furniture or furnishings piece exhibited at the Young Furniture Makers exhibition.

The Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers is the Livery Company for the British Furnishing Industry. Its purpose is to enhance and support that industry and to encourage new talent into our industry. The most important way it does so is by creating a wide-ranging education programme that helps to support and nurture young talent for the future. It also does so by encouraging public recognition of excellence in the craft of furniture and furnishings by the finest young designer-makers in full time education. 
Having been the Director of Product for Furniture Village for many years, Malcolm Walker now runs a consultancy business F.I.R.S.T MW LTD. A progressive company, working with industry leading businesses, of which Sterling Furniture in Scotland is one, together with leading Brands and manufacturers in UK, Europe, USA, and Asia, working on product design, development, and concept realisation.

Overview

The Best in Show prize has been created to develop exceptional next generation talent in the furniture and furnishings industry. This new prize will share knowledge and expert insights, mentor and guide a talented designer/maker to design commercial furniture and furnishings which sell and fast track their career in the industry through industry visits in the UK and abroad and networking with key international industry figures. 

The prize winner will be chosen from those shortlisted for a Young Furniture Makers award exhibiting at the Young Furniture Makers exhibition.

The winner will be granted a career defining opportunity to learn from global industry leaders successful approaches to bring a product to life, from design, prototyping, manufacture and production to marketing and retail. The winner will be flown to Italy to witness the journey from prototype to showroom before heading to Scotland to the largest independent furniture store in the UK and see the product in a retail environment where you will find out what makes a great product. After the trips the winner will have access to one-to-one mentoring from an industry heavy weight to fast track your career.
Eligibility
The Best in Show Prize will be chosen from Young Furniture Makers Award applicants shortlisted to exhibit at the annual Young Furniture Makers exhibition. Eligible pieces must be designed and made by anyone in the UK who is:
· Studying in full-time education or enrolled on an apprenticeship.

· Studying on a private/commercial furniture designer-maker course.

· Recently graduated from a UK university or college or completed an apprenticeship within the last two years.

Criteria: 
A winner will be chosen from those exhibiting at the Young Furniture Makers exhibition who:

•
Has created a piece with mass market potential.

•
Has demonstrated an understanding of a retail audience and the manufacturing of their piece. 

•
Displays an entrepreneurial spirit.
Applications
Young Furniture Makers awards are open to any furniture designer-maker who is in full time education, who has studied in a private/commercial furniture designer-maker course or who has recently completed a further or higher education course. 

To apply please submit an application to either the Bespoke, Design or Textile Awards by midnight on Friday 14th June 2024. 

On the day of the exhibition judges name the winner of the Fast Track Prize.
Assessment Procedure
Applications will be shortlisted by a selection panel appointed by the Furniture Makers’ Company. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to exhibit their furniture at Furniture Makers’ Hall at the annual YFM Exhibition on Wednesday 2nd October 2024. 

During the exhibition in October, pieces will be judged, and a winning entry will be awarded the Best Chair in Show prize.
Benefits

Pieces of furniture awarded an YFM awards and prizes are recognisably items of quality and excellence. To substantiate and promote this accolade, winners of YFM awards and prizes are entitled to;

· Use the YFM Awards logo on any publicity material relating to each piece awarded a YFM Award or Prize.  

· Receive a numbered YFM IDEA Prize certificate, which clearly states the names of the designer and maker and is itself a guarantee of the authenticity of the piece.   

The Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers
The Furniture Makers is the 83rd Livery Company of the City of London. Founded as a Guild in 1951, it was granted the Letters Patent of a Livery Company in 1963. One of its rules states that every person joining the Company must be engaged in or with the British furniture industry.
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